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Students can and should use a variety of texts in learning. We share a few 
examples here that we can use in the workshop.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

  



The Sun Goes Down on Summer 
 
 I come to the water one last time as the sun goes down on summer. 
It's going; I can feel it slip away, and it leaves a cold, empty spot. 
A hole in my warm memories of endless golden days and dreams as ripe as 
watermelons. 
I'd give the world to make the summer stay. 
 
The water is calm around me. 
It's a warm, silent sea of thought dyed in the rich blues of night and memory. 
Why can't things just stay the way they are? 
Instead, the days rush headlong into change and I feel like nothing's ever going to be the same. 
  
Soon school will start again.  And all the things I thought I'd left behind will come back, and it won't be 
gentle water I'll be swimming in--- 
It'll be noise and people and schedules and passes and teachers telling everyone what to do. 
One more year of homework, tests and grades.  Of daily popularity contests and pressure-cooker 
competition and heaps of frustration. 
 
The first day is the worst.  Not knowing who your friends are, or what's changed since last year.  Trying to 
pick it up where you left off.  
I'll look real hard for a last-year's friend to get me from one scrambled class to another, through halls 
crawling with people. 
 
I wonder if I'll fit in. 
 
Football practice started last week.  It started without me. 
I had to make a choice and football lost. 
Two years on the team and it struck me---who am I doing this for? 
It's just another thing people expect you to do, so you do it. 
School is full of those kinds of things---things that sap your freedom, and keep you from being yourself. 
That's what I want most, to be myself.  But that's hard. 
 
Here's what I dread most: when summer goes, I go with it. 
I go back to school and I change as soon as I walk through those doors. 
I have to be someone everyone will like---that's a law of survival. 
  
What would happen if I just stayed the real me? Would they turn me off? 
Label me "weird"? 
Would I ever get another date? 
It seems like so much to risk. 
But growing is a risk.  Change is a risk. 
 
And who knows.  I might discover something of myself in the coming year. 
I might get closer to the person I am---what a discovery that would be! 
 
When the doors open on Monday morning, I'll have a fresh start, a fresh opportunity to find myself. 
I want to be ready. 



About Rainforests 

Rainforests cover 2% of the Earth's surface, or 6% of its land mass, 
yet they house over half the plant and animal species on Earth. They 
originally covered at least twice that area.  

Tropical rainforests are defined primarily by two factors: location (in the 
tropics) and amount of rainfall they receive. Rainforests receive from 4 to 8 
meters of rain a year -- 5 meters of rain falls on the rainforests of Borneo 
each year, five times as much as on the state of New York. The heavy 
vegetation blocks the rainfall, and water reaches the forest floor by rolling 
down branches and trunks or as a fine spray. Another distinctive 
characteristic is that rainforests have no "seasonality" -- no dry or cold 
season of slower growth. (Myers, Norman, The Primary Source)  

Tropical rainforests are the Earth's oldest living ecosystems. Fossil records 
show that the forests of Southeast Asia have existed in more or less their 
present form for 70 to 100 million years. (Myers, Norman, The Primary 
Source) Tropical rainforests are the Earth's oldest living ecosystems.  

Rainforests are being destroyed at a staggering rate. According to the 
National Academy of Science, at least 50 million acres a year are lost, an 
area the size of England, Wales and Scotland combined.  

All the primary rainforests in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Haiti have 
been destroyed already. The Ivory Coast rainforests have been almost 
completely logged. The Philippines lost 55% of its forest between 1960 and 
1985; Thailand lost 45% of its forest between 1961 and 1985.  

Despite the small land area they cover, rainforests are home to about half of 
the 5 to 10 million plant and animal species on the globe. Rainforests also 
support 90,000 of the 250,000 identified plant species. Scientists estimate 
that there are at least 30,000 as yet undiscovered plants, most of which are 
rainforest species. (Myers, Norman, The Primary Source)  

One fourth of the medicines available today owe their existence to plants. Seventy percent of the plants 
identified by the National Cancer Institute as useful in cancer treatment are found only in the rainforest. 
Drugs used to treat leukemia, Hodgkin's disease and other cancers come from rainforest plants, as do 
medicines for heart ailments, hypertension, arthritis and birth control. Yet fewer than 1% of tropical forest 
species have been thoroughly examined for their chemical compounds. (Myers, Norman, The Primary 
Source) A typical four square mile patch of rainforest contains as many as 1500 species of flowering 
plants  

Many of the foods we eat today originated in rainforests: avocado, banana, black pepper, Brazilian nuts, 
cayenne pepper, cassava/manioc, cashews, chocolate/cocoa, cinnamon, cloves, coconut, coffee, cola, 
corn/maize, eggplant, fig, ginger, guava, herbal tea ingredients (hibiscus flowers, orange flowers and peel, 
lemon grass), jalapeño, lemon, orange, papaya, paprika, peanut, pineapple, rice, winter squash, sweet 
pepper, sugar, tomato, turmeric, vanilla, and Mexican yam. The wild strains still in the rainforests of 
many of these plants provide genetic materials essential to fortify our existing agricultural stock. Many 

 
Under the canopy of a 
temperate rainforest 



other rainforest plants have great promise to become other staple foods. (Caufield, Catherine, In the 
Rainforest)  

While it's true that rainforests produce vast amounts of oxygen through photosynthesis, they consume as 
much as they produce in the decay of organic matter. Rainforests do affect our atmosphere and climate, 
but not through supplying the world's oxygen. (Caufield, Catherine, In the Rainforest)  

Rainforests play a critical role in the atmosphere in part because they hold vast reserves of carbon in their 
vegetation. When rainforests are burned, or the trees are cut and left to decay, the carbon is released into 
the atmosphere as carbon dioxide (CO2). This is the second largest factor contributing to the greenhouse 
effect. (Caufield, Catherine, In the Rainforest)  

Four-fifths of the nutrients in the rainforests are in the vegetation. This means that the soils are nutrient-
poor and become eroded and unproductive within a few years after the rainforest is cleared.  

A typical four square mile patch of rainforest contains as many as 1500 species of flowering plants, 750 
species of trees, 125 mammal species, 400 species of birds, 100 of reptiles, 60 of amphibians, and 150 
different species of butterflies. In one study, one square meter of leaf litter, when analyzed, turned up 50 
species of ants alone. (National Academy of Sciences.)  

The tropics are the earth's richest natural reserves. One fifth of all the birds and plants on Earth evolved in 
the Amazon Basin. (Steinhart, Peter, National Wildlife Federation, Dec./Jan. 1984)  

The uneven distribution of wealth and land is one major factor in the destruction of tropical forests. The 
World Bank estimates that of the 2.5 billion people now living in the tropics one billion exist in absolute 
poverty. (Raven, Peter H, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, November 1984.)  

From the Rainforest Action Network (RAN)  
http://www.ran.org/info_center/about_rainforests.html 
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Strategies 
 
GIST Strategy 

The GIST strategy can be used for both literature and informational texts.  It 
can be done individually, in partners, or in small groups.  This is an after-
reading strategy.  It can be done without having any knowledge of the text 
prior to reading.  The purpose of the GIST statement is to summarize the 
text in 20 words. 

 

Process: 

1. The student(s) read the text. 
2. The student(s) answers the questions: Who?, What?, Where?, When?, 

Why?, and   How? 
3. From those responses, the student writes a 20 word GIST that 

captures the most important elements of the text. 

 
 

Who? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What? When? 

Where? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why?  How? 

 

  



Sticky notes 

 

Sticky notes can be used with any type of 
text.  It works well with individuals, 
partners, and small groups.  This can be 
done with no knowledge of the text prior to 
reading.  This is a during-reading strategy.  
The purpose of sticky notes is for students 
to record their thinking while reading.  They 
can also practice using certain skills, such 
as predicting, making connections, visualizing, and inferring.  It is also a 
good way to take notes while reading informational texts.  

 

Process: 

1. Teacher models the strategy in different types of text (literature, 
informational, graphic). 

2. While reading the text, students pause to jot their thinking on sticky 
notes.  If the student has never used the strategy before, the teacher 
may need to prompt students to stop and jot.  It will become more 
natural over time. 

3. After reading the text, students review their sticky notes and organize 
them into maps or clusters.  They may notice patterns or common 
themes throughout the text. They may also notice how their thinking 
changed throughout the text. 

  



Anticipation Guide 

Anticipation Guides are best used with informational texts.  It can be 
facilitated one on one, in partners, or in small groups.  The strategy can be 
used if you are already familiar with the text, as it requires preparation.  
This is a before-reading, during-reading, and after-reading strategy.  The 
purpose of this strategy is to activate students’ prior knowledge, make 
predictions, and revise or confirm their thinking using evidence from the 
text. 

 

Process: 

1. Before reading the text, students read statements pertaining to the 
text and make predictions about whether each statement is true or 
false. 

2. Students read the text. 
3. After reading, students revise their predictions.  If the statement is 

false, they explain why using evidence. 

 

  



Tea Party 

The Tea Party Strategy works best with graphic and fiction texts.  It can be 
facilitated in small groups.  For this strategy, the text must be known ahead 
of time, as it requires some preparation.  This is a before-reading and after-
reading strategy.  The purpose of this strategy is to make predictions and 
revise or confirm those predictions. 

 

Process: 

1. Teacher chooses parts from the text and copies the direct quotes onto 
index cards. 

2. Give each student in the small group an index card. 
3. Students take turns reading the index cards aloud. 
4. Together, students make a prediction about what the text will be 

about. 
5. Students read the text, independently or in their small group. 
6. After reading, students work together to revise their prediction using 

evidence from the text. 

 
My prediction about this text is… Evidence or key words that support 

my prediction. 
 
 
 
 
 

After talking with others about my 
prediction, I now think that… 

Evidence or key words that support 
my prediction. 
 
 
 
 
 

After reading the text, I know that it 
is about… 
 
 
 
 
 

I wonder… 
 
 
I noticed… 



3-2-1 

The 3-2-1 strategy works with informational texts.  It works well with 
individuals, partners, and small groups.  This strategy does not require any 
planning, and therefore can be done with an unfamiliar text.  This is an 
after-reading strategy.  The purpose of the strategy is to have students 
reflect on their reading. 

 

Process: 

1. Students read the text. 
2. Students record three things they discovered, or learned, using 

evidence from the text. 
3. Students record two interesting things from the text.  Again students 

need to use evidence. 
4. Students record one question they still have about the topic. 

 
 

3 things I 
discovered 
or learned 
 
 

 

2 things I 
found 
interesting 
 
 

 

1 question I 
still have 
 
 
 

 

 



GIST Form 
 
Topic: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Source: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Read the article or text and answer all of the following that you can: 
 

Who? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What? When? 

Where? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why?  How? 

 
 
Write a short summary of the text based on the information you wrote (above). Keep the 
summary brief—15 to 20 words: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Tea Party Form 
 

Topic: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Text/Source: _______________________________________________ 

 

 
My prediction about this text is… Evidence or key words that support 

my prediction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After talking with others about my 
prediction, I now think that… 

Evidence or key words that support 
my prediction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After reading the text, I know that it 
is about… 
 
 
 
 
 

I wonder… 
 
 
 
 
 
I noticed… 
 
 
 
 
 



3-2-1 Chart 
 

3 things I 
discovered 
or learned 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 things I 
found 
interesting 
 
 
 

 

1 question 
I still have 
 
 

 



 
Student Interest Inventory 

Name (First & Last): ______________________________ 

 
Favorite TV show(s): __________________________________________________ 
 
Favorite music/artist(s): ________________________________________________ 
 
Do you have a pet? If so, what is it? ______________________________________ 
 
Who do you live with at home? ___________________________________________ 
 
At home I have access to (circle all that apply): a computer        the internet          printer   
    
What do you like most about yourself? ____________________________________ 
 
What do you like to do outside of school? __________________________________ 
 
Do you like school? Why or why not?  
 
Are you in any after-school clubs or sports? If so, which ones?  
 
Do you want to go to college? Where? _____________________________________ 
 
What do you want to be when you’re older? ________________________________ 
 
Do you read for pleasure at home? If yes, what are some recent books or magazines 
you have read?  
 
 
What science topic(s) would you be interested in learning more about?  
 
Describe one really fun activity that any of your teachers has done in the past:  
 
Describe one thing that teachers do, that you do NOT like:   
 
Is there anything else that you think I should know about you? 
 
 



 

QAR Question Stems 

 

In the text 

Right There 
 
Think & Search 
What did…. 
Who did… 
How many… 
What was… 
Who are…. 
When did… 
What does… 
What kind…. 
Who is… 
What is… 
Where is… 
Name…. 
List…. 
 

Think and Search 
 
How do you… 
What happened to… 
How long did… 
What time did… 
What happened before… 
What happened after… 
How would you describe… 
What examples…. 
Where did… 
How do you make… 
Why does... 
Explain… 
Compare 

 
 

In My Head 

 

Author & Me 
 
Do you agree with…. 
Why did the main character.. 
What did they mean by… 
How did she/he feel when… 
Give the reasons why… 
What do you think… 
What if… 
What do you think will happen… 
What did the author mean by… 
What did the character learn about… 
 

On My Own 
 
Have you ever… 
What are the reasons that… 
If you could… 
If you were going to… 
What are the pros & cons of.. 
Do you know anyone who… 
How do you feel about… 
What is your favorite…why… 
What do you do when… 
What can be exciting about.. 
What do you already know about…. 
What would you do if… 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Resources for Tutors  
 
 
The Adolescent Literacy Wiki 
 
This is a resource for teachers and 
those who work with adolescents 
to help them plan and implement 
meaningful strategies.  This site 
focuses on literacy based 
instruction, even in science, math, 
and social studies. Through literacy 
based instruction, students will 
become more skilled readers, which will transfer to more success in other 
subject areas.  This site provides tools and resources to help better our 
teaching and the teaching of others.   
 
 
 
The Center for Adolescent Literacies offers the following 
resources: 

 
 

RWS Tutoring website 
https://tutoring.uncc.edu 

 
RWS Tutoring blog 

http://rwstutoring.wordpress.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For more information contact: 
Dr. Bruce Taylor @ bruce.taylor@uncc.edu 

https://tutoring.uncc.edu/
http://rwstutoring.wordpress.com/

